
Booking information  

Unless stated otherwise, all 
tickets can be booked through 
the Gala Theatre Box Office. 

Tickets are divided into two price 
bands: full price and concessions.  

Many festival events sell out very quickly 
so please book in advance to avoid 

disappointment. Any remaining tickets can 
be purchased on the day at Box Office.  

To reduce the environmental impact of the festival, 
we encourage customers to use our eTicket facility 

and to show a copy of their ticket on their smartphone, 
rather than printing it off.  

Book by phone  

Tel: 03000 266 600

Book online  

www.DurhamBookFestival.com  
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At a glance

It’s a pleasure to welcome you to Durham 
Book Festival this autumn, as we connect  
communities across County Durham 
through reading.  

This year the festival will bring Millennium Place to 
life with events at the Gala Theatre and Clayport 
Library, where you’ll see bestselling writers, home- 
grown talent and leading thinkers discussing 
their work, alongside new films and commissions 
and the announcement of the Gordon Burn Prize.  

Be sure to pick up a free copy of our specially  
published (and Durham-set!) Big Read story by 
crime-writing sensation LJ Ross and look out for 
the Little Read picture book, Polonius the Pit Pony, 
by Richard O’Neill in schools and community 
centres across the county. 

This year we are live-streaming events from the 
Gala and working with Stagetext to make all our 
events accessible to everyone. So if you can’t 
make it to Durham, you can also join us from the 
comfort of your own home. 

Rebecca Wilkie, Festival Director 

As a global top-100 university with a world-leading 
Arts and Humanities faculty, we believe in the 
power of literature to bring people together and 
inspire. We’re pleased to be once again 
sponsoring the Durham Book Festival, which has 
become one of the most keenly anticipated dates 
in the calendar for the University, city, county and 
region. It is very good to be able to return to 
in-person events this year and we look forward 
to hosting, contributing to and supporting another 
successful festival.

Professor Karen O’Brien, Vice-Chancellor 
and Warden of Durham University

This year’s festival features another really exciting 
programme of talks, workshops and activities, with 
something for everyone to enjoy both in person 
and online. Durham Book Festival is full of 
entertainment and escapism, and is one of the 
key events that demonstrate the rich and dynamic 
cultural offer we have in County Durham.

Cllr Elizabeth Scott, Durham County  
Council’s Cabinet member for economy  
and partnerships
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#GORDONBURNPRIZE

THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE  
GORDON BURN PRIZE
Join us to celebrate the 
2022 Gordon Burn Prize, as 
we present readings of the 
five brilliant shortlisted 
books and announce this 
year’s winner.

The Gordon Burn Prize was 
founded to honour the memory 
of the late Newcastle-born 
writer Gordon Burn. 

It celebrates exploratory, 
innovative and questioning 
works of fiction and narrative 
non-fiction that challenge 
convention and defy 
categorisation, as Gordon’s 
own work did. The winning 
writer is awarded a prize of 
£5,000 and the opportunity 
to take a writing retreat at 
Gordon Burn’s cottage in the 
Scottish Borders.

The 2022 judges are: 
writer Denise Mina (Chair), 
sportswriter Jonathan Liew, 
writer and broadcaster Stuart 
Maconie, visual artist and 
poet, Heather Phillipson and 
journalist and author Chitra 
Ramaswamy.

Margo Jefferson:  
Constructing a  
Nervous System

This intimate and innovative 
memoir shows how, from  
Josephine Baker’s radiant 
transformations, to Willa 
Cather’s aesthetics of 
whiteness, we can find space 
in cultures that will not make 
room for us. Margo Jefferson 
is a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
critic and the author of the 
celebrated memoir Negroland. 
She lives in the USA. 

Graeme Macrae Burnet: 
Case Study

A twisting and often wickedly 
humorous work of crime fiction 
that meditates on the nature of 
sanity, identity and truth itself. 
Graeme Macrae Burnet 
is the author of four novels, 
including the Booker Prize-
shortlisted His Bloody 
Project. He lives in Scotland.

Preti Taneja:  
Aftermath

Usman Khan was a convicted 
terrorist who, on release from 
prison, went on to kill two people. 
Preti Taneja had taught Khan in 
prison – one of his victims was 
her colleague. This book is 
an attempt to rebuild faith in 
human compassion, and a 
recommitment to activism and 
radical hope. Preti Taneja’s first  
novel We That Are Young won 
the Desmond Elliot Prize. 
She is a professor of World 
Literature and Creative Writing 
at Newcastle University.

David Whitehouse:  
About a Son

A moving exploration of love 
and loss. Part true crime, part 
memoir it tells the story of the 
shocking 2015 murder of  
20-year-old Morgan Hehir 
in Nuneaton, the emotional 
repercussions, and the failures 
that enabled it to take place. 
David Whitehouse is the 
award-winning author of three 
acclaimed novels and is a 
journalist and screenwriter. 
He is originally from Nuneaton. 

Lea Ypi:  
Free: Coming of Age at the 
End of History

An engrossing memoir of 
coming of age amid political 
upheaval in Albania, one of the 
most isolated countries on earth, 
where communist ideals had 
officially replaced religion. In 
1990 the fall of the Berlin Wall 
changed everything, and Lea 
found herself questioning what 
freedom really meant. Lea Ypi 
is a professor of Political Theory 
at the London School of 
Economics.

Thursday 13 October 
7.30pm–10pm 
Gala Theatre, Durham 
Tickets: £15/£12 (live-stream ticket £5) 
Ticket price includes a drink on arrival courtesy of Durham Distillery
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An Audience with Alexander McCall Smith   
Friday 14 October 
5.30pm–6.30pm   
Gala Theatre 
Tickets: £12/£10 (live-stream ticket £5) 
Alexander McCall Smith is the prolific author of numerous stand-alone 
novels, as well as much-loved series. This year sees the publication 
of the next book in the Isabel Dalhousie series, The Sweet Remnants of 
Summer, and a new No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency novel, A Song of 
Comfortable Chairs. Alexander will also be talking about The Exquisite 
Art of Getting Even, a new collection of short stories, and the upcoming 
instalment in the much-loved 44 Scotland Street series.   

Alexander’s books are international best sellers, and he has received 
numerous awards for his writing. His books have been translated into 
46 languages. Alexander McCall Smith is Professor Emeritus of Medical 
Law at the University of Edinburgh and holds honorary doctorates from 
13 universities. 

We’re delighted to welcome Alexander back to Durham Book Festival 
for an event that will undoubtedly be infused with his trademark wit 
and warmth.   

Chaired by Claire Malcolm, New Writing North 

Bob Stanley:  
Let’s Do It:  
The Birth of Pop   
Friday 14 October  
7.30pm–8.30pm  
Gala Studio 
Tickets: £10/£8 
(live-stream £5) 
Join us for an evening with 
Saint Etienne founder,  
musician, writer, journalist  
and film producer Bob Stanley.

The prequel to the universally 
acclaimed Yeah Yeah Yeah, 
Let’s Do It is the only book that 
brings together all genres to tell 
the definitive story of the birth of 
pop. From the invention of the 
78rpm record at the end of the 
19th Century, to the beginnings 
of rock and the modern pop age, 
Stanley paints an aural  
portrait of pop music’s  
formative years. 

Chaired by Marie Nixon

Laura Bates: Fix the System, Not the Women 
Friday 14 October 
7pm–8pm  
Gala Theatre 
Tickets: £12/£10 (live-stream ticket £5) 
Combining first-hand accounts with shocking evidence, Fix the System, 
Not the Women is a blazing examination of the societal systems that 
fail to protect women, and a rallying cry for reform. Too often, we blame 
women: for walking home alone at night; for not asking, or asking 
forcefully enough, for a seat at the table; for not overcoming the odds 
that are stacked against them. 

In this explosive book, feminist writer and activist Laura Bates 
exposes the systemic prejudice at the heart of five key institutions 
in our society, and with her characteristic insightful analysis offers 
concrete ideas for a way forward. 

Laura Bates is the celebrated author of Everyday Sexism and Men 
Who Hate Women.

Chaired by Sarah Shaffi 

Startling: Linda 
France Book 
Launch   
Friday 14 October 
7pm–8pm  
Collected Books  
Tickets: £15 
Join us for a glass of wine to 
celebrate the publication of 
Startling, the tenth poetry 
collection from Linda France, 
currently Climate Writer in 
Residence at New Writing North.  

In the face of climate emergency,  
Startling calls for a rewilding of 
the self as well as the landscape, 
bringing about a necessary shift 
in our imaginations to counteract 
the paralysis of alarm – before 
it’s too late. As the poet astutely 
asserts: ‘Who of us is ever 
ready?’ 

Ticket price includes a copy of 
Startling. In partnership with 
Collected bookshop.

STARTLING
Linda France
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Wild Writing with Chloe Daykin 
Saturday 15 October, 11am–12pm   
Clayport Library. Tickets: £5 
A fun and playful nature-themed workshop with 
Chloe Daykin, acclaimed children’s author of Fish 
Boy. You will use found objects, maps (both real 
and imagined) and your imaginations to transport 
you into new and exciting lands! An opportunity to 
re-wild yourself in this post-Covid world. 

Suitable for ages 8+ 

How Writing Can Travel: 
Workshop with Helen Mort 
Sunday 16 October, 11am–1pm 
Clayport Library. Tickets: £15 
This creative workshop will consider ‘place writing’ in 
poetry and prose. You will think about the idea of 
travelling without leaving home, and consider how 
you write about what’s close to you and the 
landscapes you know.

Helen Mort is an acclaimed poet and novelist. Her 
recent book A Line Above the Sky blends nature 
writing, biography and memoir.  

Bouncing Off the Wall: Writing 
Workshop with Bronwen Riley 
Sunday 16 October, 2pm–4pm   
Clayport Library. Tickets: £15   
In this workshop you will use the historic sites and 
artefacts from along Hadrian’s Wall as inspiration for 
your own creative writing. Whether you are interested 
in writing history, guidebooks, fiction, or poetry, this 
workshop will help you to look at how the material 
evidence of the past can be used to inspire us. 

Bronwen Riley is the author of Journey to Britannia: 
From the Heart of Rome to Hadrian’s Wall AD 130. 

Take Flight! Illustration 
Workshop with Gillian Gamble  
Saturday 15 October 
2.30pm–3.30pm  
Clayport Library. Tickets: £5 
Let your imagination take flight with children’s 
illustrator Gillian Gamble in this creative workshop 
for children. Create your own flying birds and fish 
with Gillian and let your imagination carry you away!  
Her latest book is Darcy Daydream. 

Suitable for ages 5+ 

Little Read Storytime  
with Richard O’Neill  
Saturday 15 October 
10.30am–11.30am   
Clayport Library 
Tickets: Free 
Our Little Read this year is Polonius 
the Pit Pony, a charming picture  
book by Richard O’Neill. Join Richard 
in Clayport Library and hear him tell  
Polonius’ story at this free drop-in event.  

When Polonius the pit pony escapes from the coal 
mine he’s worked in all his life, he joins a family of 
Travellers. Although he enjoys the freedom and the 
fresh air that their lifestyle offers, he wishes he 
could give something to the family in return. When 
the chance arrives for him to do something to help, 
Polonius uses his skills to save the day.

Suitable for ages 3+ 

Richard O’Neill is an internationally acclaimed 
storyteller, author and playwright. Born into a fully 
nomadic Romani Gypsy family, travelling throughout 
the North of England and Scotland, his roots are 
also to be found in the coal-mining communities 
of the North East. This co-cultural upbringing is 
reflected in his creative work, and Polonius the Pit 
Pony brings together both cultures. 

Durham Book Festival will be distributing a free copy 
of Polonius the Pit Pony to every primary school 
in County Durham.

Schools
Visit our website to find events and resources 
for primary and secondary schools, including 
a digital event with children’s author Lisette 
Auton and an opportunity to participate in 
our Balance the Books diverse reading 

programme.
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Workshops

Yours Sincerely: Writing for 
the Climate with Linda France  
Friday 14 October, 4pm–5.30pm 
Clayport Library. Tickets: £5
Explore the extraordinary power your words can 
have in a time of ecological crisis, with poet Linda 
France. The session will be inspired by Yours 
Sincerely: The Climate Letters, a collaborative 
installation at the festival.

Linda France is Climate Writer in Residence for New 
Writing North and Newcastle University, whose new 
poetry collection, Startling, gathers work created 
throughout her three-year residency.
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Murder and Mystery:  
Lucy Foley and Janice Hallett  
Saturday 15 October 
1pm–2pm  
Gala Theatre 
Tickets: £12/£10  
(live-stream ticket £5) 
Calling all Agatha Christie fans! Join Lucy Foley 
and Janice Hallett as they introduce their 
compulsive new mystery novels. 

The Paris Apartment is the latest locked-room 
mystery by Lucy Foley, million-copy bestselling 
author of The Hunting Party and The Guest 
List. In a beautiful French apartment building, 
nothing goes unseen and everyone has a story 
to unlock. But when murder strikes, who holds 
the key? 

Janice Hallett is the author of The Appeal, the 
phenomenally successful, stand-out debut crime 
novel of 2021. In The Twyford Code Hallett 
returns with another fiendishly original page-turner. 
A famous children’s author; secret messages in 
the margins; a teacher missing for decades — 
can you solve the mystery of the century?

Chaired by Sarah Shaffi

Get 50% off tickets for Murder and Mystery when 
you buy tickets for The Big Read with LJ Ross (p10).

Disabled Artists’ Networking 
Event with Lisette Auton  
Saturday 15 October 
10.15am–11.15am  
Gala Studio 
Tickets: Free  
(please book a place in advance) 
Join us and writer and activist Lisette Auton at a 
networking breakfast event for disabled artists and 
writers working in the North East.  

This session is for creatives who identify as disabled, 
chronically ill, neurodivergent or living with a mental 
health condition, who are working in any art form at 
any stage in their career. We invite you to connect 
and collaborate over coffees and pastries.  

The doors will open at 10am and the event will begin 
with a welcome from Durham Book Festival at 
10.15am, followed by the opportunity to talk to 

fellow artists with the support of BSL interpreters and 
festival staff.  

Participants will be offered a free ticket for the 
screening of Lisette’s new film Writing the Missing 
– Folding Water, which will start at 11.30am. 

If you are able, we encourage mask wearing at this 
event. Masks will be available on the door. 

To attend remotely, please contact us directly. 
Please see the festival website for detailed access 
information for this event.

Writing the Missing –  
Folding Water: Film Premiere  
Saturday 15 October 
11.30am–12.30pm  
Gala Studio 
Tickets: £8/£7  
(live-stream ticket £5) 
Following the success of Durham Book Festival- 
commissioned films Writing the Missing – The 
River Cycle and Writing the Missing – All At Sea, 
Lisette Auton and Rob Irish come together for the 
final time in the Water Trilogy to push the creative 
boundaries of access, words and kindness. 

Across time and water, in beautiful and startling 
words, soundscapes and images, award-winning 
disabled activist, writer and performer Lisette Auton 
weaves together character and setting to provoke 
debate and action. Lisette asks why she is still 
folding herself into the impossible. And what would 
happen if she finally said no? 

Join us to watch the premiere of Writing the Missing 
– Folding Water, followed by Lisette Auton in 
discussion with New Writing North’s Chief Executive 
Claire Malcolm.  

This event will be captioned and BSL interpreted.  

Get a free ticket to Writing the Missing when you 
attend the Disabled Artists’ Networking Event.

Jeremy Vine: How Durham Made 
Me Fall in Love with Auden  
Saturday 15 October 
10.30am–11.30am  
Gala Theatre 
Tickets: £12/£10 
(live-stream ticket £5) 
Join one of the UK’s most prolific broadcasters and 
authors as he talks about his love for the poet W. H. 
Auden and the County Durham landscapes that 
inspired him.  

Jeremy Vine attended the University of Durham, 
studying English Literature. He has a 30-year career 
in broadcasting and is a published author. His 
broadcasting career started with a short stint at 
Metro Radio, Newcastle upon Tyne, before training 
as a print journalist, then moving to the BBC. Jeremy 
currently presents his show on BBC Radio Two, 
the quiz show Eggheads, and his own TV show on 
Channel Five. 

Chaired by Dr Abbie Garrington,  
Durham University  

Visit DurhamBookFestival.com to download a 
free self-guided tour of the North Pennines, narrated 
by Jeremy Vine and written by Ruth Robson. 
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Jason Cowley and Alex Niven: 
Who Are We Now?  
Saturday 15 October 
3.30pm–4.30pm  
Gala Studio 
Tickets: £8/£7  
(live-stream ticket £5)  

Join Jason Cowley and Alex Niven as they consider 
a nation poised on the brink of enormous change.

In Who Are We Now? Jason Cowley examines 
contemporary England through key news stories of 
recent times to reveal what they tell us about the 
state of the nation. From the election of Tony Blair 
to the aftermath of the Covid pandemic, the book 
investigates how England has changed and how 
those changes have affected us. 

Jason Cowley is the editor of the New Statesman 
and author of books including The Last Game: 
Love, Death and Football and Reaching for 
Utopia. 

Alex Niven lectures in English Literature at 
Newcastle University. His books include New 
Model Island and he is currently editor-at-large 
at Repeater Books. 

Chaired by Professor Katy Shaw, 
Northumbria University 

LJ Ross: The Big Read  
Saturday 15 October  
3pm–4pm  
Gala Theatre  
Tickets: £12/£10  
(live-stream ticket £5) 

Join bestselling writer LJ Ross as we celebrate our 
2022 Big Read, her gift to the people of Durham! 

The Mystery of the Vanishing Mayor is a 
brand-new short story, written especially for Durham 
Book Festival. In this event, LJ will be talking about 
her impressive career and about some of the books 
that have been most important to her throughout 
her life. 

LJ Ross is an international bestselling author, whose 
books have sold over 7 million copies worldwide. 
Her debut, Holy Island, was released in 2015 and 
became an instant, international bestseller. Since 
then, a further 20 of her novels have gone on to 
take the coveted #1 bestseller spot. The first novel 

in her Alexander Gregory Thrillers series, Impostor, 
was shortlisted in the British Book Awards 2020.In 
2021, LJ was shortlisted for the prestigious Crime 
Writers’ Association ‘Dagger in the Library’ award, 
which is voted for by librarians and recognises an 
author’s entire body of work and their longstanding 
support of libraries. 

LJ was born in Northumberland and spent much 
of her working life in London, where she was a 
lawyer for a number of years. Now, she writes full 
time and lives in Northumberland and Edinburgh.  

In 2022 Durham Book Festival will work with Durham 
County Council’s Library Service to distribute 3,000 
copies of The Mystery of the Vanishing Mayor  
to libraries, prisons and businesses, and to 
university staff and students across Durham. 

Chaired by Dr Jacky Collins

This autumn, pick up your free copy of The Mystery 
of the Vanishing Mayor from your local library or 
download it on BorrowBox.

DURHAMBOOKFESTIVAL.C
OM

BIG    
 READ

#DBF22

New Fiction: Jessica Andrews 
and Natasha Brown  
Saturday 15 October  
1.30pm–2.30pm  
Gala Studio 
Tickets: £8/£7  
(live-stream ticket £5) 
Durham Book Festival is thrilled to present two of 
the most exciting voices in contemporary fiction.

Milk Teeth is the new novel from Jessica Andrews, 
the award-winning author of Saltwater. A girl grows 
up in the north east of England amid precarity and a  
toxic culture of bodily shame, certain that she must 
make herself ever smaller to be loved. In vivid and 
lyrical prose, Milk Teeth examines what it means 
to allow ourselves to live.  

Natasha Brown’s debut novel Assembly has been 
shortlisted for the Folio Prize, the Books Are My 
Bag Fiction Award, and the Goldsmiths Prize. As  
a Black British woman prepares to attend a lavish 
garden party at her boyfriend’s family estate, 
Assembly considers the stories we live within – 
those of race and class, safety and freedom, 
winners and losers. 

Chaired by Dr Naomi Booth, Durham University. 
Naomi Booth is a novelist and short story writer 
whose latest collection is Animals at Night.
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Marina Hyde: What Just Happened?! 
Saturday 15 October 
5pm–6pm 
Gala Theatre 
Tickets: £20/£30 (live-stream ticket £5) 
£20 for one ticket and one copy of the book; £30 for two tickets and 
one copy of the book. 

We are delighted to welcome Guardian columnist Marina Hyde to 
Durham Book Festival to introduce What Just Happened?!: 
Dispatches from Turbulent Times.  

Drawn from her spectacularly funny Guardian columns, Marina slashes 
her way through the hellscape of politics, where the chaos never stops.  

Boggle at the cast of characters: dastardly dukes, media barons, reality 
TV monsters, wicked advisers, various princes and princesses, and 
(naturally) Gwyneth Paltrow. It’s the full state banquet of crazy – and 
you’re most cordially invited.  

What Just Happened?! is a welcome blast of humour and sanity in 
a world where reality has become stranger than fiction. 

Ticket price includes a copy of What Just Happened?!  

Chaired by Sophie Heawood, The Guardian 

Kit de Waal: Scenes from  
an Unpredictable Childhood 
Saturday 15 October 
7pm–8pm   
Gala Theatre 
Tickets: £12/£10 (live-stream ticket £5)
Kit de Waal grew up in a household of opposites. Her haphazard mother 
forbade Christmas and birthdays, and believed the world would end in 
1975. Her father sent barrels of goodies to his relatives in the Caribbean, 
cooked elaborate meals, and splurged money they didn’t have. 

Caught between three worlds, Irish, Caribbean and British in 1960s  
Birmingham, Kit and her siblings knew all the words to the best 
songs, caught sticklebacks in jam jars and braved hunger and 
hellfire until they could all escape.

Without Warning and Only Sometimes is a story of an extraordinary 
childhood and how a girl who grew up in house where the Bible was 
the only book on offer went on to discover a love of reading that 
inspires her to this day.

Kit de Waal is the author of the novels My Name is Leon and The Trick 
to Time and editor of the Common People anthology. My Name is Leon 
was adapted for the BBC, starring and produced by Sir Lenny Henry.

Kit will be interviewed by a special guest, see our website for details
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Green Energy in 
the North East 
Saturday 15 October 
5.30pm–6.30pm  
Gala Studio 
Tickets: £5  
(live-stream ticket £5) 
Could the North East be the 
future of green energy? 
Geothermal energy is little 
developed in the UK but we are 
sitting on an unlikely resource 
– mines. Abandoned mines 
have huge potential for 
decarbonising heat, and our 
historic mining infrastructure 
could put the region at the 
forefront of the green revolution. 
Join Professor Jeroen van 
Hunen and Dr Charlotte Adams 
as they discuss their own 
research and the opportunities 
for green energy in the North 
East and beyond.  

Jeroen van Hunen is a 
professor at Durham University 
and a Fellow in the Durham 
Energy Institute. Hydrogeologist 
Dr Charlotte Adams has an 
interest in mine water treatment. 

Chaired by Dr Joanna 
Berry, Durham University
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Translation Slam  
Saturday 15 October 
5pm–6pm  
Collected Books 
Tickets: £5 
What makes a good translation? 
This translation slam offers a 
chance to see how two 
translators deliver the voice of 
the author in their own way. Join 
us as we dig into their texts and 
discuss what made them choose 
the words or phrases they did. 
Fun for fellow translators, 
language geeks, fans of word 
puzzles and anyone who 
loves a spooky story. 

Rosalind Harvey and Juana 
Adcock will translate a short 
story by Mariana Enriquez, 
a master of gothic stories 
that reveal some of the true 
horrors of Argentina’s past.  

Chaired by Ruth Clarke, 
Translator in Residence, 
New Writing North and 
Durham University
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Northerners: Brian Groom with Dan Jackson  
Sunday 16 October 
11am–12pm  
Gala Theatre 
Tickets: £12/£10 (live-stream ticket £5) 
We are thrilled to welcome Brian Groom to Durham Book Festival to 
talk about his new book Northerners, a defining biography of 
northern England. 

Northerners is an authoritative new history of place and people that 
lays out the dramatic events that created the North. In a sweeping 
narrative that takes us from the earliest times to the present day, the 
book shows that the people of the North have shaped Britain and the 
world in unexpected ways. 

Brian Groom is a journalist and a leading expert on British regional 
and national affairs. Brian will be in conversation with Dan Jackson, 
bestselling author of The Northumbrians.  

Festival Laureate: Hannah Lowe  
Sunday 16 October 
1pm–2pm    
Gala Theatre 
Tickets: £10/£8 (live-stream ticket £5) 
This year’s Festival Laureate is the award-winning poet and writer 
Hannah Lowe, whose latest collection The Kids, inspired by her career 
as a teacher, won the Costa Book of the Year Award and was shortlisted 
for the T.S. Eliot Prize in 2021. 

Hannah Lowe is the author of three poetry collections: Chick (2013), 
Chan (2016) and The Kids (2021). Her 2015 family memoir Long 
Time, No See, explored her relationship with her Jamaican-Chinese 
father, who was part of the Windrush generation. It was a Radio 4 
Book of the Week.  

As part of her laureateship, Hannah will read from her work, as well as 
present a newly commissioned poem at the festival. Hannah will also 
take part in a special event for Durham University students. 

Introduced by Professor Simon James, Durham University  

The Festival Laureate is a partnership with Durham University.

Baskerville 
Proof Party  
Sunday 16 October 
11.30am–12.30pm 
Gala Studio 
Tickets: £10/£9  
(includes two books) 
Join Baskerville Press for this 
exclusive preview of two new 
crime books publishing in 2023.   

Speak of the Devil is the debut 
novel from Newcastle-born 
writer Rose Wilding. Seven 
women stand in a seedy hotel  
room, a man’s head in the 
middle of the floor. All of them 
knew him, but only one of them 
killed him. 

Needless Alley is the first book 
in a new PI series set in 
Birmingham in the 1930s.  
Natalie Marlow takes the reader 
from seedy canal-side pubs to 
crumbling Warwickshire manor 
houses in this atmospheric and 
gripping novel. 

Attendees will receive a special 
goody bag containing proof 
copies of both titles.   

Chaired by Anna Disley, 
New Writing North

Watch this Space
On Saturday night there will 
be a special event curated 
by our Young Programmers.  
Turn Up For The Books is a 
partnership project between 
New Writing North and English 
PEN, designed to give young 
people aged 16-25 an insight 
into careers within literature. 
See DurhamBookFestival.
com to find out more.
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Poetry Book Society 
Showcase: Zaffar Kunial, Don 
Paterson and Degna Stone  
Sunday 16 October 
3.30pm–4.30pm  
Gala Studio 
Tickets: £8/£7 
(live-stream ticket £5) 

The Poetry Book Society is proud to present 
readings from three exceptional poets.

Zaffar Kunial is the author of Us (2018), which was 
shortlisted for both the Costa Poetry Award and the 
T. S. Eliot Prize. In 2021, he was awarded the 
prestigious Windham-Campbell Prize for Poetry. 
His new collection of poetry, England’s Green, was 
published in September 2022. 

Don Paterson’s poetry has won awards including the 
Whitbread Poetry Prize, all three Forward Prizes 
and the T. S. Eliot Prize. He was awarded the 
Queen’s Gold Medal for Poetry in 2009. The Arctic 
is his powerful new collection. 

Degna Stone is a poet and poetry editor. They are 
co-founder and former Managing Editor of Butcher’s 
Dog poetry magazine and the author of three 
pamphlets. Proof of Life on Earth is their much-
anticipated debut collection.  

Introduced by Alice Mullen, Poetry Book Society 

Get 50% off tickets for PBS Showcase when you 
buy tickets for Festival Laureate: Hannah Lowe (p15).

Fiona Hill: From Durham to DC  
Sunday 16 October 
3pm–4pm   
Gala Theatre 
Tickets: £12/£10 (live-stream ticket £5) 
Join us for an afternoon with Fiona Hill, as she joins us live via video 
link from Durham’s twin city Tübingen, Germany. 

Dr Fiona Hill grew up in a working-class mining community in Bishop 
Auckland, County Durham and attended Bishop Barrington 
Comprehensive school. Fiona’s subsequent career saw her move to 
the United States, first to study at Harvard University and later to work 
as Deputy Assistant to the President of the United States and as Senior 
Director for European and Russian affairs on the National Security 
Council from 2017-2019. Her testimony during Trump’s impeachment 
hearings made international news.   

Fiona will be talking about the current political situation between Russia 
and Ukraine as well as her recent book There is Nothing for You Here: 
Finding Opportunity in the 21st Century, and reflecting on her inspiring 
career and her journey from County Durham to the White House.

Fiona Hill will be in conversation Claire Malcolm, New Writing North

New Nature Writing:  
Helen Mort, Nina Mingya 
Powles and Amanda Thomson 
Sunday 16 October 
5.30pm–6.30pm  
Gala Studio 
Tickets: £8/£7  
(live-stream ticket £5) 

This event celebrates nature writing and memoir 
from writers who are breathing fresh life into the 
genre. 

Helen Mort has always been drawn to the thrill and 
risk of rock climbing. In A Line Above the Sky, she 
finds herself re-examining how becoming a mother 
has changed her relationship to the natural world, 
and to herself. 

Throughout Nina Mingya Powles’ life, bodies of 
water have always felt like home. From the wild 
coastline of New Zealand to a pond in London, 
Small Bodies of Water is a lyrical essay collection 
that explores swimming, memories and migration. 

Belonging by Amanda Thomson is a reflective 
memoir about family, identity and what it is to have 
and make a home. It is a love letter to nature, 
especially the northern landscapes of Scotland and 
the Scots pinewoods of Abernathy. 

Chaired by Kathryn Tann, New Writing North

Interested in nature writing? Take part in Helen 
Mort’s ‘How Writing Can Travel’ workshop (p7).

The New Great 
Britons  
Sunday 16 October 
1.30pm–2.30pm  
Gala Studio 
Tickets: £8/£7  
(live-stream ticket £5) 
In 2002, the BBC ran a 
campaign to find the Greatest 
Briton. 20 years on, in this event 
writers and academics will 
champion some northern, 
working-class figures whose 
stories rarely make it into the 
traditional canon of ‘greatness’. 

The UK’s first black referee; the 
woman who revolutionised 
domestic violence legislation 
in the 19th Century; the only 
Romani footballer to ever play 
for England. Novelist Ashley 
Hickson-Lovence, Professor  
Julie-Marie Strange and author 
Richard O’Neill will bring into 
the spotlight these three 
fascinating lives. 

This event will be chaired by 
Durham University’s Dr  
Natalie Mears whose research 
re-evaluates the representation 
of Elizabeth I, voted seventh 
Greatest Briton in the BBC’s  
campaign in 2002 and one of 
only two women in the top ten.
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Yours Sincerely: 
The Climate Letters 
For the third and final collective project of Linda 
France’s Writing the Climate residency, which 
brought us Murmuration and Dawn Chorus, Linda 
is inviting people to write and send a letter about 
their take on the accelerating climate and  
ecological crisis.

It’s up to you who you choose to write to – your MP, 
the CEO of Shell, a wildfire fighter in Australia or a 
reindeer herder in the Arctic, your best friend, your 
descendants or your ancestors. Send it if you can, 
and share it with us on social media with the hashtag 
#TheClimateLetters. When you write, you hold the 
whole world in your hands.

A selection of letters will be on display in an 
installation at Clayport Library for Durham Book 
Festival. 

See page 7 for a workshop inspired by the project

Naomi Booth on Violet Hunt
Violet Hunt was a writer born in Durham in 1862. 
She went on to found both the Women’s Suffrage 
League and English PEN, as well as becoming a 
prolific writer and literary salon host. 

Durham Book Festival and English PEN have 
commissioned acclaimed author and Durham 
University academic Naomi Booth, to write a piece 
exploring Violet Hunt’s extraordinary life.

This year’s Durham Book  
Festival commissions are  
all available to watch, read or 
listen to for free on  
www.DurhamBookFestival.com  
from Monday 10 October.  

Self-Guided Walk:  
The Never Never Land  
of W. H. Auden 
Writer W. H. Auden described the North Pennines 
as his ‘great good place’. He formed a lifelong 
fascination with its underground spaces and the 
post-industrial landscape of lead mining following 
a childhood visit to the hills around the North 
Pennine village of Rookhope, County Durham. 
Follow in W. H. Auden’s footsteps on a downloadable 
self-guided circular walk starting and finishing in 
Rookhope and listen to broadcaster Jeremy Vine 
give an overview of Auden, his work and affinity 
with the North Pennines. 

Co-created by Jeremy Vine and Ruth Robson. 

See page 9 for our event with Jeremy Vine

Writing the Missing - 
Folding Water 
Writer and disability activist Lisette Auton and 
filmmaker Rob Irish come together for the final time 
to push the creative boundaries of access, words 
and kindness with the third and last installment in 
the award-winning Writing the Missing film trilogy.

This thought-provoking trilogy began at the start of 
the pandemic and comes to fruition here. All three 
films can be watched together on the festival website.

See page 8 for an event with Lisette Auton

The New Great Britons Project 

This partnership project with Durham University’s 
Dr Natalie Mears is a series of short films with 
leading university researchers, each advocating for 
‘great Britons’ they feel have been overlooked by 
history. 

See page 16 for our New Great Britons event

SoulFood:  
A film from REfUSE Café
Durham Book Festival has been working creatively 
with the REfUSE café community in Chester-le-Street 
over the past year. REfUSE is a pay-as-you-feel 
community café that works to reduce food waste. 
Working with filmmaker Nick Whitworth and producer 
Emily Wiseman, the café community have 
co-created a film showcasing the ground-breaking 
environmental work and culture of the café. 

Jessica Andrews:  
Forgotten Histories and  
Finding New Narratives 
This essay from award-winning Sunderland-born 
writer Jessica Andrews reflects on the many facets 
of north-eastern female identity and how it is 
perceived today. It is inspired by the life of Eileen 
O’Shaughnessy Blair, George Orwell’s often 
overlooked first wife who was born in South Shields.

See page 11 for our event with Jessica Andrews 

New Commissions

Letters from Around the World 
We have invited five acclaimed international authors 
to write letters to the people of Durham on the same 
day in August this year. We want these letters to open 
a window on the lives, cultures and experiences of 
these fascinating writers and the countries in which 
they work. The featured writers are: Kateryna 
Babkina (Ukraine), Oyinkan Braithwaite (Nigeria), 
Mariana Enriquez (Argentina), Khaled Khalifa 
(Syria), Sang Young Park (South Korea).
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Festival Partners
Durham Book Festival is commissioned by Durham County 
Council and produced by New Writing North and has been 
made possible with support from many partners and sponsors. 

Venue information 

This year’s festival takes place at Gala Theatre 
and Clayport Library in Millennium Place, 
Durham, DH1 1WA.

Further events will be held at Collected Books, 
44 Riverwalk, DH1 4SL

Keep in touch  

Facebook: DurhamBookFestival  

Twitter: @durhambookfest #DBF22 

Instagram: @durhambookfest  

Accessibility  

We try hard to ensure that Durham Book Festival 
is accessible to all:

All events will be live-captioned by Stagetext. 

Events from the Gala will be live-streamed.  

If you require a BSL interpreter we will endeavour 
to provide this. Please inform the Box Office staff 
when booking your tickets. We will need minimum 
two weeks’ advance notice. 

Gala Theatre access information:  

There are lifts to all levels and accessible toilets 
located throughout.

Wheelchair spaces are available – if using a 
wheelchair, please just advise the Box Office 
when booking to ensure your seats or spaces 
are allocated accordingly. 

For disabled customers who need a little more 
help, we offer a personal assistant ticket free of 
charge, please ask at Box Office. 

Assistance dogs are welcome at Gala Durham. 

Gala Theatre operates the Sennheiser infrared 
amplification system in the main auditorium – 
headsets are available at Box Office. 

Clayport Library access information:  

Clayport Library has public lifts, accessible 
toilets and a loop system installed.

Concessions 

Concessions are available to anyone receiving 
unemployment or disability benefit, full time 
students, senior citizens and young people up to 
21 years old. Proof of status or ID is required when 
booking or collecting your tickets.

Festival PartnersCommissioned by

Chief Executive, NWN 
Claire Malcolm
Festival Director 
Rebecca Wilkie
Festival Manager  
Grace Keane

Senior Marketing Manager  
Laura Fraine
Design 
Jude Lowes
Digital Production
Kathryn Tann
Digital Marketing Intern
Laura Lewis

Young People and Participation
Ruth Dewhirst
Tess Denman-Cleaver
Emma Wallace
Community Producer
Lucie Brownlee

Festival Staff

office@newwritingnorth.com

Contact

Event Partners

Radio PartnerFestival BooksellerSponsors

20


