
Postcards from 

my space

These postcards have been written by people 

working in the space sector to their younger 

selves. 

Please do use them creatively with your class or 

group. We’d love to hear your stories. 



Space people
Suzie Imber Space physicist & winner of BBC’s Astronauts, do you have what it 

takes?
Sheila Kanani Children’s author and space educator

Anna Mcleod Astronomer

Samer El Sayary Award winning space architect

Catherine Johns Runs an observatory and manages a dance company

Phil Atkinson Engineer, problem solver and founder of a charity

Helen Schell Award winning space artist

Azi Fattahi Space scientist

Chris Jones Company director, founder, investor and mentor

Mark Swinbank Astronomer

Adam Shore Astronomer and space educator

Stacey Habergham 

Mawson

Astrophysics lecturer and manager of observatory for schools

Simon Morris Professor of astronomy



The Andes



Dear 8 year old me, 

I don’t think you’ll believe it, 

but you’re now a space 

scientist, working on missions 

to other planets in our solar 

system!

You’ll have a chance to climb 

mountains nobody has 

climbed before, train like an 

astronaut, and become a 

rower and race all over the 

world.

Most of all, I want to 

encourage you to believe in 

yourself a little more, and not 

to be afraid to stand out from 

the crowd.  You are unique, 

and that’s a good thing.

Suzie ImberFrom:

Associate Professor of 

Space Physics

Image Credit: ESO
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Dear 6 year old me,

You might be surprised to know that you 

are doing your dream job! You spend 

your days talking about, and teaching 
other people about, space and 

astronomy! 

It took us a while to get here, and the 

path wasn’t direct, but the job is 
incredible and older me is really proud of 

where we’ve ended up. To top it all off, in 

our spare time we write books about 

space for children! 

Well done – it just goes to show that you 

really can achieve anything if you keep 

on trying.

Lots of love, Adult Me

From: Dr Sheila Kanani

Children’s Author, and 

Education, Outreach 

and Diversity Officer at 

the Royal Astronomical 

Society

Born in London, now living by 

the seaside near Blackpool, 

but always with my head 

looking up to space!

Image Credit: ESO



Space

Image Credit: ESO - A Mcleod et al

Yes, that 
really is my 
name! 



Space

Credit: ESO A. McLeod et al

Yes, that really 
is my name! 

From:

Dear 6 year old me,

Always only do what makes you 

happy, but also remember that 

sometimes you will need to work 
hard to get there.

You cannot make wrong 

decisions, because they just 

take you farther.

You will see that you will be 

proud not only of what you have 
achieved, but also how you got 

there!

Anna

Astronomer

I research stars in far away 

galaxies

I have lived all over the world, 

but the mountains of 

Switzerland are my home

Image Credit: ESO



Space



I design outer space 

habitats. I will travel a lot

Dear 10 year old me,

My dear version of me, 

please read, read, read 

and draw. You will need 

that in future!! 

Your dream of becoming 

space architect will come 

true. Be passionate about 

it. I know you work hard 

but focus on your dreams 

the most. And know that 

what you plant today you 

will harvest in future.

SamerFrom:

Professor of architecture 

and explore the whole world

Image Credit: ESO
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Dear 6 year old me,

Never be afraid - you will be 

surprised what opportunities 

open up if you just go for it. 

You can run an Observatory 

without being an astronomer. 

You can run a dance 

company without being an 

artist. 

You just have to know that 

your purpose is to help 

people find moments of 

inspiration.

From: Catherine Johns

CEO Kielder Observatory

Company Manager

Southpaw Dance Company

and

Image Credit: ESO





Dear 8-year-old Phil 

Well, you kept on asking ‘why’ and you never stopped learning. You 

did not become that train driver, but you did get to drive a fast train in 
Germany and build things much bigger and faster than trains. 

You really loved to understand how things work and solve complex 

problems, you became an engineer and made a career of it. Working 
on some of the biggest and most difficult problems we face here on 

Earth and beyond. 

You often lay on your back at night and looked up at the stars, so 
many many stars! You wondered, would Star Trek become real life, 

will you zap around space at warp speed? Not quite yet, but tourist 
trips to the edge of space is now a thing and spacecraft have landed 
robots on Mars. 

What might surprise you is whilst still at school you became a good 
musician and as part of a band went on to win a world championship 
competition in Vienna Austria. Showing that creativity and problem 

solving really do go hand in hand. 

Later in life you went on to co-found a careers and education charity 
and work as a school governor to help young people, to dream big, 

helping them to better understand themselves, the things they enjoy 
doing and the things they do well, which can lead to a great job they 

will enjoy doing and create a good career from. 

You did OK kid; you did get to drive a fast train!

From: Phil Atkinson 

Chartered Engineer 
– problem solver 

I am from Warrington 
in the UK.

I have travelled the 
world in my job and 

met many interesting 
people and learnt so 

much from them and 
their cultures, whilst 
solving problems 

and finding new 
solutions together.





Dear 10 year old me,

Keep looking at the Moon & 

stars and build rockets to get 

there (ever upward). I'm 

proud of creating exciting 

artworks about space 

exploration and working with 

space scientists. 

One of the most exciting 

adventures I went on was 

visiting NASA and talking to 

scientists who are planning 

for the first women to walk on 

the Moon in 2024.

Helen Schell - Space ArtistFrom:

I paint huge pictures of

rockets, the Sun & Moon and

make big costumes.



This is how 
excited you will 

be around 
telescopes!

T

E
L

E
S

C

O
P

E
S



Dear 7 year old me,

I know you often look up at the 

night sky, stare at the stars, 

and get excited when you can 

find the star constellations that 

you were taught about.

Keep being curious and dream 

big! You might not believe me, 

but one day you will be a 

scientist and study those same 

stars that you were excited 

about.

From: Dr. Azi Fattahi
A university professor 
and scientist who 
researches about stars 
and galaxies in the 
Universe.

Born in Iran, studied in 
Canada and now works in 
England.

Image Credit: ESO



Greetings from Mars

Image Credit: NASA



Chris

Dear 6 year old me,

I know things are tough but it does 

get better. The bullying will stop as 

will the abuse.

You are not stupid, you just have 

Dyslexia and some people don’t 

understand what that is. Most people 

still will not understand you, but 

that’s OK.

In your life you will travel the world 

with work; design things that save 

lives; be a teacher, a lecturer, a 

mentor; launch rockets into space; 

have a World record; and have a 

wonderful family and friends.

Dream big. Don’t be afraid to be you, 

you can do more than you believe.

From:

Director, Founder, Investor, 

Mentor

I Make the World a better 

place.

From Stoke-on-Trent, but 

citizen of the World
Image Credit: ESO



Durham Cathedral and comet NEOWISE (July 2020)



Dear 6 year old me,

When I was young, I dreamed that one 

day I would be able to visit other planets 

and worlds.  Because they are so far 

away, that turned out to be harder than I 

thought!  But I am lucky enough to 
travel all over the world and use the 

world’s biggest telescopes to see 

planets, stars and galaxies that “light 

up” the sky when the Sun sets.  

I try to work out how planets, stars, and 

galaxies are born, grow and change, 

and why the Universe is the way we see 

it.

I also teach students about astronomy. I 

hope that one day you can learn 

something no one has ever discovered, 

and that you can then teach me!

From: Mark Swinbank

Astronomer

Where I’m from: Sedgefield, North 

East England.

Where I’ve been: Hawaii, Chile, 

Australia, America, France, 

Germany, Italy…

Image Credit: ESO



Greetings from Kielder



Dear 9-year-old me, 

Keep looking up!
The night sky is a doorway to our universe, and your 
telescope is the tool to explore it. You can use it to view 
planets, stars and galaxies. You can see areas where 
stars are being born, and similarly the remains of dead 
stars.
Eventually though, you will go to university to learn about 
it all. You will begin to understand why stars shine. You 
will learn about the scale of the universe and how the 
Earth was formed. However, the most important thing 
you will learn is how to share your interests with others. 

I now work at an observatory, where I get to show people 
the wonders of the night sky every night. Like Rocket 
taught others about meteors, I am proud to have taught 
thousands of children and adults alike about astronomy. I 
have shown others colliding galaxies and exploding stars. 
The rings of Saturn and the moons of Jupiter. But the 
most spectacular thing that I have seen in the sky was 
comet NEOWISE. Just like the comet that caused the 
Phoenix Meteor Shower, this comet had a trail of dust 
stretching across the sky. It was so bright that it could 
even be seen without a telescope! 

From: 

Adam Shore

Astronomer 

Education Lead

Kielder Observatory



An image for the back of the postcard:

You might have a picture of you doing something related to your job
Or an inspiring image of space or something that you have created…?



Dear 10-year-old me,

Remember to always love learning 
– no matter how un-cool that can 
sometimes feel and how much 
stick you get for it. 

Learning new things is the most 
exciting and empowering thing you 
can do. It will open doors for you to 
enter which you never knew 
existed. 

I never thought that I would go 
from the first person in my family to 
even think of going to University –
to lecturing on the course I went to 
study. 

From: Stacey Habergham-
Mawson

Astrophysics Lecturer and 
Manager at the National 
Schools’ Observatory

From Queensbury in Bradford

Now working in Liverpool

Image Credit: ESO



A picture of how we hope the Extremely Large Telescope will 

look when it is built. It will be the biggest optical telescope in 
the world and allow us to discover stars and galaxies that 
were too faint or far away to see before. Credit: ESO

Extremely 
Large 

Telescope



Simon Morris

Professor

Astronomer

Born and now working in 

the UK, but have also 

worked in USA and Canada

Dear 6 year old me,

Don’t worry too much about 

things like tests and 

competitions.  Just find things 

you enjoy, and you’ll be good 

at them.

I ended up being paid to 

study the stars and have 

travelled to telescopes all 

over the world. I am even 

helping to build some of 

them.

From:

Image Credit: ESO


